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1. Introduction  

Welcome to the eighth volume of the Journal of Sustainable 
Futures for Human Security (J-Sustain). This issue features 
papers addressing a broad range of issues, including the 
relationship between democracy and human security, 
cultural diplomacy, human resource development, and 
storm surge awareness. Issues that connect the economic 
and social issues of sustainability predominately. 

The year 2021 has been challenging again, as societies across 
the world continue fighting the COVID-19 pandemic while 
trying to deal with the flow-on implications of economic 
slow-down, unemployment, and social disadvantage. 
Vaccines have been helping, but the ongoing virus evolution 
and the hesitancy of parts of the community to be vaccinated 
have extended lockdowns and create a sense that the end of 
the pandemic may be some time away. There have been some 
positive developments, with the reduction in emissions from 
transportation globally, and with many countries` electricity 
consumption down. The significance of this for local and 
global environments is yet to be fully clarified, while the 
direct impacts on the energy mix have been initially 
indicated in an increasingly renewable energy proportion of 
the energy mix. As economies open up, it has seemed that a 
rebound to fossil fuels may yet occur. 

The Covid-19 pandemic, which has been going on for 2 (two) 
years, is still the biggest challenge. Covid-19 has disrupted 
most industries in the world, including education. Through 
the era of the Covid-19 pandemic, it has become clear that we 
need new adaptation processes that are fast and precise 
because such pandemics, while not unexpected, are 
fortunately rare and likewise unpredictable in their specific 
nature. There is only one thing that is certain in the future: 
changes that are difficult to predict. The Covid-19 pandemic 
has forced us to adapt quickly, find and develop new ways of 
life, and abandon old habits that turn out to be irrelevant, 
ineffective, and inefficient. Adaptation to the next normal era 
has begun to change the style and practices of a more orderly 
healthy life. Wearing masks, keeping a distance, and not 
making crowds have become new habits that were not 
needed before. The use of information and communication 
technology (ICT) has enabled us to adapt to work from home, 
online shopping, online meetings, and to distance learning 
which has become a new habit for students all across the 
globe. 

J-Sustain continues to call for papers addressing both specific 
case studies and theoretical developments over a wide range 
of sustainability-oriented fields. Notably, this year we are 
seeking to expand through a series of special issues 
highlighted in this issue. We also welcome suggestions for 
special issues from the broader academic community. 

2. New submission system 

We are still transitioning to a new article submission 
platform. This should ensure greater ease of submission and 
tracking of the progress of your submissions. In the 
meantime, submissions will be undertaken as per usual. 
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We remind authors that they are welcome to upload their papers on 
institutional repositories or post the link to their paper as they like. 
The papers remain open access indefinitely. 
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